ffo. 413             THE SPECTATOR                      47
to,  may render the life of every man who  reads it more easy and happy for the  future.    The pleasures of the imagination are what bewilder life when reason and   judgment^ do  not   interpose;    it   is   therefore   a worthy action in you to look carefully into the powers of iancy, that other men, from the knowledge of them, may improve their joys and allay their  griefs by a, just use of that faculty.    I say, sir, I would not interrupt you in the progress of this discourse;  but if you will do me the favour of inserting this letter in your next paper you will  do some   service to the public, though not in so noble a way of obliging as that of improving their minds.    Allow me, sir, to acquaint yon with a design (of which I am partly author), though it tends to no greater a good than that of getting money. I should not hope for the favour of a philosopher in this matter, if it were not attempted under all the restrictions which you sages put upon private acquisitions. The first purpose which every good man is to propose  to  himself,   is   the  service   of   his   prince   and country;   after that is done, he  cannot add to himself,  but  he  must also  be beneficial to  them.    This scheme of gain is not only consistent with that end, but has its very being in subordination to it;   for no man can be a gainer here but  at the same time he himself, or some other, must succeed in their dealings with the government.    It is called the Multiplication Table,   and  is   so   far   calculated   for   the   immediate service of her majesty, that the same person who is fortunate in the lottery of the State may receive yet further advantage in this table.    And I am sure nothing  can  be  more  pleasing  to  her  gracious  temper than to find out additional methods of increasing their good fortune who adventure anything in her service, or laying  occasions for  others  to  become  capable of
Majesty the said Undertaking is laid down, and attendance is this day piven at the last house on the left hand in Ship Yard in Bartholomew Lane, in order to repay such sums as have been paid into the said Table without deduction.' An Act against illicit lotteries came into operation on June 24, the very day on which Steele's letter appeared in the Spectator. Swift, writing on July 1, says, 'Steele was arrested the other day for making a lottery directly against an Act of Parliament He is now under prosecution, but they think it will be dropped out of pity.' Probably this story of an arrest was based on a false report; Steele wrote to his wife on June 28 that all was safe and well.